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10 warmest years since 1997



Mitigation and Adaptation 

Dealing with the consequences

Minimising climate change



Policy contexts for adaptation

Å UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change

Å European White Paper on adaptation

Å Climate Change Act (2008)

Å Adapting to Climate Change programme

Å National Risk Assessment

Å NI188 Adapting to Climate Change 
indicator

Å Nottingham Declaration



Two issues

Å How to adapt conservation to climate 
change?

Å How can conservation help society to 
adapt to (and mitigate) climate change?



Adaptation for conservation



Adaptation for conservation

ÅProtect current species, habitats and sites

ÅBuild resilience 

e.g. Larger / more heterogeneous areas; 

habitat networks?

ÅAccommodate change

e.g. Managed realignment; new species

ÅIntegrate across partners and sectors

ÅDevelop knowledge and plan strategically



Ecosystem-based adaptation

Å Healthy natural and semi-natural 
ecosystems can deliver adaptation for 
other sectors

Å Can also contribute to mitigation (carbon 
uptake and storage)

Å Some examples



Semi-natural rivers and 

catchments

Adaptation and mitigation

Å Stabilising water supply (quantity and quality)

Å Flood risk management

Å Carbon in wetlands

Enhancement:

Å Restore original channels

Å Restore floodplain function

and wetlands

Å Restore riparian vegetation



Chinbrook meadows (London)



Coastal habitats

Adaptation and mitigation

Å Flood defence: 

- Storage space for high tides

- Reduced wave energy

Å Carbon sequestration


